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Progress in Medical Virology Vol. 28. Ed.
J. L. MELNICK (1982). Paris, London, New
York, Sydney: S. Karger. $88.75 net.
Most virologists are familiar with the series
of collected review articles which appear
annually under the title Progress in Medical
Virology and have learned to appreciate that
within these volumes Dr Melnick makes a
habit of providing a valuable overview of
current areas of interest.
Dr Melnick has done it again. This volume,
the latest in the series, comprises nine articles
which range in subject from Korean haemor-
rhagic fever through slow and latent virus
infections to a review of the taxonomy and
nomenclature of viruses as seen in 1982. The
contents indicate the current trend away from
the study ofacute virus diseases and towards,
in one direction, the chronic diseases and, in
another, the wider aspects ofvirus diseases in
the community. This latter point of view is
exemplified by an article by Koplan and
Axnick on the "Benefits, Risks and Costs of
Viral Vaccines". Benefit-risk, benefit-cost
and cost-effectiveness analysis are used to
study mumps, influenza, rubella, measles,
poliovirus and smallpox vaccines. As the
authors indicate, such analyses are useful in
determining the strategies for the community
to use in its vaccination programmes and they
hope that they will be applied to the newr
hepatitis vaccines. There is a general article
on persistent, slow and latent virus infections
and specific articles on cytomegalovirus
infections in transplant patients, the similar-
ities and differences between measles and
SSPE viruses and, at the cellular level, a
study of transformation by herpes simplex
virus. Drs Vonka and Hirsch review current
knowledge concerning the Epstein-Barr virus
nuclear antigen. Professor Trexler and Dr van
der Groen look at containment laboratories
for dangerous pathogens and describe an
inexpensive system which employs a negative
pressure flexible wall isolator in which the
operator is protected by an appropriate
plastic suit. The volume is completed by a
study of the taxonomy and nomenclature of
viruses, reflecting the important develop-
rnents which have recently taken place in this
subject.
We thus have a set of very useful
summaries of current important topics,
couched in terms which should be under-
standable to others beside professional virol-
ogists. The range of subjects treated is such
that a wide audience will potentially be
interested and it is likely that the library
copies will be well patronized. As is the case
with many other contemporary volumes,
although it can be recommended to those
individuals who are likely to be interested, the
cost may be inhibiting. The production is
excellent.
R. N. P. SUTTON
Lymphomas 1-Including Hodgkin's
Disease. By JOHN M. BENNETT (1981).
Netherlands: Martinus Nijhoff. 450 pp.
£69.50 net.
This book is part of the series on cancer
treatment and research which so far has
produced several interesting volumes of
contemporary controversy. It attempts to
review the pathology, clinical presentation
and treatment of all lymphomas; both
Hodgkin's disease and the non-Hodgkin
lymphomas. It may best be described as a
valiant effort at this very complicated topic.
In one sense the authors have problems, since
they are obliged to cover two diseases;
Hodgkin's disease and non-Hodgkin's lym-
phoma, which although both are malignancies
of the lymph nodes, behave very differently
and indeed have very different pathology. As
a result the individual chapters, although
quite long, do not deal as exhaustively as one
might wish with the individual diseases.
There are many excellent features of this
book, the discussion of the pathology of non-
Hodgkin's lymphoma is clearly written and
demonstrates the various classifications that
exist and the differences and similarities
between them. The chapter by Stein on the
clinical features and evaluation of Hodgkin's
disease and non-Hodgkin's lymphoma is
excellent. There is perhaps over-emphasis on
the anatomic substages ofStage III Hodgkin's
disease which was developed at the Centre
from which this book derives, and is not
universally accepted. Apart from this oneBOOK REVIEWS 695
criticism, however, it is a very thorough and
readable chapter.
The chapters on radiation therapy and
chemotherapy are exhaustive. It is perhaps a
pity that it was not possible to combine the
radiation and chemotherapy in one chapter
for Hodgkin's disease and in another chapter
for non-Hodgkin's lymphoma. This might
have given a more balanced view ofthe role of
the different treatments since the chapter on
radiation therapy, for instance, concerns itself
exclusively with radiation treatment in all
possible uses, even where chemotherapy is
optimal.
The reference lists for all the chapters are
excellent and in summary it is a book which
discusses, perhaps not over critically, many
aspects of the diagnosis, investigation and
treatment of Hodgkin's disease and non-
Hodgkin's lymphomas.
G. BLACKLEDGE
The Causes of Cancer. RICHARD DOLL and
RICHARD PETO (1981). U.S.A. Oxford Medical
Publications. 112 pp. £4.95 net.
This is quite the most important publica-
tion in this field for some years and at this
price must surely be a mandatory volume for
every oncologist's bookshelf. It deals with
what we know of the causes of cancer in man
and although it concentrates specifically on
the evidence as it relates to the population of
the United States, its findings will be found
much more widely relevant.
Two things make the book particularly
valuable; the attempt to identify avoidable
causes and the brave attempt to be quantita-
tive. The first attempt is notably successful,
the second is predictably less so. Nevertheless
some striking figures emerge and are suffi-
ciently well documented to make them
valuable. Thus cigarette smoking is firmly
blamed for 30/, of all cancer and diet (rather
less specifically characterized) for a similar
proportion. These estimates are sufficiently
arresting and sufficiently well-based to contri-
bute major public health statements in
themselves.
The book has many other valuable con-
tributions to make. The references alone come
near to justifying the price. The breadth of
the review and the integration of epidemio-
logical and laboratory findings reflects the
profound scholarship ofits authors and makes
unusually persuasive as well as informative
reading.
Some of the best things in the work are the
appendices and they should on no account be
neglected. Appendix A on age standardization
is not only lucid and instructive but full of
new insights into the interpretation of
standardized data. Appendix C should be
compulsory reading not only for embryo
epidemiologists but also for those who seek to
interpret epidemiological data. Its only fault
is that it is so lucidly and effortlessly
presented that it seems obvious, and the
reader who is unaware ofhow often its lessons
are disregarded may doubt its value.
But it is invidious to single out sections for
special attention in a work wihich is con-
tinuously and comprehensively instructive.
There are only two serious reservations that
this critic can find to showr that no human
work is perfect. The first is that the practical
preventive implications of the study are
strictly excluded and left to others. The
authors have done this quite deliberately and
many will defend their right to do so, but it is
possible to feel that they are avoiding the
challenge which they are uniquelyequipped to
take up.
The second reservation concerns their
somewhat tendentious review of the evidence
relating to occupational risks. In a quite
reasonable attempt to reject some ofthe more
extravagant claims about the magnitude of
occupational hazards they have adopted,
without defending their adoption, a very
narrow interpretation of what risks are
occupational. For example they decline to
accept the raised risk of skin cancer in
outdoor workers as an occupational hazard.
Similarly, although less importantly, they do
not regard the increased risk of breast cancer
in nuns as occupational. Neither issue is in
itself of great quantitative importance but
they do raise some important questions about
what human experiences stem from their
particular occupational circumstances and
make it clear that debates on this issue
require that more attention be given to
preliminary definitions in terms.
However, this is not the note on which to
end a review%N of such an excellent volume,
which should be bought and read.
A. SMITH